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At the end of November Ballarat Camera Club was camping at Port Fairy. Wandering 
along the wharf past the cafe and toilet block, we saw and heard four young kestrels 
peering out from the ledge under the overhanging roof of the toilet block. When the 
well-advanced youngsters saw Mum approaching they became very vocal and leaned 
forward from their perch, beaks wide open. The most aggressive chick was fed a small 
lizard the first time we watched, then when I took this photo she had brought a tiny 
bird. One of the four chicks was considerably smaller and less advanced than the other 
three and always got shoved to the rear of the ledge by its siblings when food was 
anticipated. I was able to take a number of photos but this one 1s the clearest. 

Carol Hall 


DECEMBER 2007 EXCURSION 


A small group of members set off to some local areas around Ballarat. The Cana- 
dian Forest is part of the landscape visible between Ballarat towards the direction 
of Mount Warrenheip. I am not sure how the forest got the name, Canadian. In 
the gold rush there was an area somewhere along Main road called Canadian 
Flat. A gold nugget weighing over 1000 ounces and called the Canadian Nugget 
was found in this area. There was a Canadian gold miner called Mr. Swiit. 


We entered the Canadian forest from Eureka street, along Kathie road to Bounda- 
ry road. The trees in the forest include both Narrow and Broad-leafed Pepper- 
mints, Messmate, Swamp gums, Scent Barks, Yarra Gums, Blackwoods and 
Cherry Ballarts. Large areas of the forest have recently been controlled burnt, 
with grass trees recovering from the burn. Hop Goodenias, Tree-ferns and Fish- 
bone ferns were growing well near a creek that had benefited from the water 
leaking from the Warrenheip storage basin. 


Farther along Boundary road, four large kangaroos crossed the road from a small 
dam where they had been drinking. We came to an area of planted Blue gums, 
where pine trees had previously been harvested. Two bronze-winged pigeons 
flew ahead of us and then one alighted in a tall tree. 


Near the intersection of Boundary and Katie Ryan roads, there is area of forest 
that had been burnt on one side of the road and left unburnt on the other side. It 
was interesting to note the different plants that were present at the different sites. 
The tall flower spikes on Austral Grass Trees had dried off on the burnt area. 
Green seeds were found among the dried material on the spikes. There were lots 
of Grass Trigger plants flowering on the burnt area. On the unburnt area were 
Black-anthered Flax-lilies that had finished flowering. In flower were Red- an- 
thered Wallaby Grass, various other grasses, Chocolate Lily, Cassinia, Smooth 
Parrot-pea, Common Wedge pea, common Rice-flower, Wattle Mat-rush, and 
Thin-leafed Wattle. Boundary road near Green Hill road was bordered by the 
white flowering, Prickly Tea-tree. 


Our next stop was Mount Buninyong where we had lunch. Helen was keen to see 
a koala, but we were not successful at finding one. We climbed the tower on the 
top of Mount Buninyong, where we endeavoured to locate various features in the 
landscape. The new railway bridge on the Lal Lal creek was clearly visible. A 
bird of prey was circling high in the sky overhead. When it came closer we could 
see that it was carrying some prey in its talons, which it dropped and then 
swooped down to retrieve. We decided on closer inspection that the bird was a 
Little Eagle. 


Later we drove to Lake Wendouree, where the water 1s now receding well away 
from the shore line. The wind has now become quite brisk and not many birds 
were seen from our spot on the Northern side. A group of Yellow-rumped Thorn- 
bills was feeding in the grass under willows. Other birds seen included White- 
faced Heron, Masked Lapwing, White Ibis and Mudlarks. 


At the North wetlands Coots, Moor-hens and Black Ducks and a hybrid, with 
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some Black duck parentage, were foraging in the water. Three Crested Pigeons 
moved ahead of us on the path. Tony pointed out a Reed-Warbler’s nest in the 
rushes. Other birds seen here included Little Pied Cormorant, Swamp Hens and a 
Swan with its large cygnet. By now a few drops of rain, that had been threaten- 
ing, started to fall, so we made our way back to our car. 


Les Hanrahan 


BANROCK STATION AND THE BILBY RELEASE PROGRAM — 
BERNADETTE CINCOTTA 


Bernadette Cincotta went to Banrock Station in 2005 as a student to see how a 
commercial environmental business operated. Banrock Station is along the Mur- 
ray River about 150km from the South Australian border near Kingston. Berna- 
dette has continued her interest in the area and spoke about its reyuvenation and 
the introduction of bilbies. 


Between 1907 and 1994 Banrock Station was used for grazing using pivot irriga- 
tion which was highly wasteful. It became highly degraded and there 1s still evi- 
dence of this degradation. In 1994 the station was purchased by Hardy Wines. 
The station consisted of 250Ha of remnant mallee, 200Ha of cleared mallee and 
900Ha of flood plain. The geology comprised saline flood plains, sand over a 
limestone ridge and rich sand dunes and swales (Carol pointed out that dunes are 
the ridges of sand and swales the lower areas between dunes). Revegetation 
which had been commenced by the previous owner was continued. Photos taken 
from the one point in 1993, 1998 and 2005 showed the significant progress that 
has been made. Pictures of poached egg daisies and showy foxtails demonstrated 
the pleasant vistas that can now be seen, 1n contrast with earlier harsh pictures. 


The commercial side of the development comprised vineyards with 17 varieties 
of grape. These are now irrigated by a high technology computer controlled drip 
system. Sensors in the soil measure moisture so the most efficient use 1s made of 
water with no run off. The visitor building is of passive solar design with solar 
panels and the use of grey water for toilets, continuing the efficient use of water. 


The installation of Lock 3 1n 1925 altered the flow of water to the wetland from 
which irrigation water was drawn so that it no longer naturally dried. In 1992, 
work at the inlet and outlet to the wetland provided better control and in 2006 the 
area was added to the list of Ramsar sites. In 2006 the pump that draws irrigation 
water was moved from the lagoon to the Murray itself and in January 2007 water 
flow to the lagoon was stopped for the first time in 82 years allowing a Feturn to 


the natural drying cycles. Photos taken showed the lagoon full on the 2" January 
2007 with a photo on 9 January showing a considerable decrease in water level 


and one on the 19" February showing it dry. A final photo on the 27" March 


showed significant growth of vegetation that is part of the natural cycle. 


A threatened species recovery program involved the construction of 13km of six 
foot high feral proof fence with four compounds of 10Ha, 15Ha, 30Ha and 
1600Ha. The fence has been carefully placed so it is unobtrusive from the en- 
trance drive. There was a massive fox, cat and rabbit control program involving 
trapping, baiting and warren fumigation with one remaining hare being very cun- 
ning and taking two months to catch. For an area to be declared feral free there 
needs to be no evidence such as scats or scratching for six months and work 1s still 
continuing on the large area to achieve this status. 


Experiments in reintroducing native animals involved brush-tailed bettongs and 
bilbies. Of the seven brush-tailed bettongs none remain and the seven male bil- 
bies released reduced initially to two and now there appears to only be one. All 
the released bilbies were male as the station holds a ‘sale and exhibition’ licence 
which does not allow breeding. A breeding licence will only be provided once it 
1s Shown the area 1s free of feral animals and that they can survive. Work on this is 
continuing and it 1s currently expected that the conditions for breeding may be met 
in 12 to 18 months. 


Bernadette’s work at Banrock Station involved the bilbies. Investigation of den 
sites when there were three bilbies showed there were 18 dens with eight being 
active, demonstrating that they use more than one den, which incidentally always 
spiral anticlockwise and are up to 3m long with a chamber near the surface possi- 
bly for warming up before exiting. Bilbies are omnivorous with the normal diet 
being insects, seeds and other plant material. Feed trials involved burying food 
including a treat of peanut butter and rolled oats to depths of 5, 10 and 15cm. 
Bilbies could still find the peanut butter and rolled oats at a depth of 15cm. Inter- 
estingly, white winged choughs showed their intelligence during this work. In 
one day they learnt that the blue ribbon tags meant food could be found and exca- 
vated the sites. They also appeared to be watching from trees as sites were estab- 
lished. Fortunately the scratching of the choughs and bilbies are different enough 
to be able to tell which were getting the food. 


Bilbies are 300 to 550mm long, have one strong toe with a pair of fused toes. 
They have canine teeth indicating their carnivorous status with molars squared off 
for grinding seeds. In investigating skulls, Bernadette pointed out that herbivores 
have a gap in their teeth. Builbies have a back facing pouch because they burrow. 
There are eight teats but they rarely have more than two young. Females breed at 
six months. Gestation is 21 days and the young spend 75 days 1n the pouch. In 
captivity males will breed at eight months but this may be different in the wild 
depending on competition from other males. In captivity females will breed for 
up to five years with a life expectancy of six to seven years. They are known to 
breed much better in good years which may be triggered by the amount of chloro- 
phyll ingested. 


Initial distribution of bilbies was right across central Australia to the West coast. 
In the late 1800s they were hunted for their skins and in the early 1900s many 
were killed by baits intended for rabbits. During the mid to late 1900s habitat 
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destruction by sheep, cattle and rabbits further reduced the population so that cur- 
rently they are restricted to an area around Broome and Port Hedland with a few 
other inland patches where presumably there are less feral predators. 


Another observation of early European settlers was the open friable soil structure. 
Bernadette spoke about an article by Greg Martin in Ecology Management and 
Restoration Vol 4 Number 2 — August 2003. The observations mentioned in the 
article demonstrated that the foraging of small ground dwelling native animals 
such as the bilby created soft friable soils the nature of which altered as these crea- 
tures reduced in number and species became extinct. 


As a surprising gesture Bernadette presented two bottles of Banrock Station wine 
to two lucky members based on tickets handed out at the beginning of the night. 
A very generous and what I am sure will remain a memorable part of the night as I 
cannot remember this happening before. 


Bernadette 1s now Community Landcare Facilitator with the Glenelg Hopkins 
Catchment Management Authority and the club wishes her well with this work. 
Peter Dalman 


‘VALE * 
FLORENCE JEAN WILLIAMSON AND CATHERINE EmMILy (KIT) WILLIAMSON 


It is with great sadness that we learned of the passing of Florence on 26 October 
2007 and her sister in law, Kit, on 27 October 2007. They were great friends and 
achieved much together. They were both interested in nature — birds and particu- 
larly plants. 


They were both members of the Field Naturalists Club of Ballarat, Australian 
Plants Society, and the M B John Photographic Club (no longer active). Florence 
loved photographing eucalypts. Florence was also a volunteer with the Australian 
Red Cross and regularly travelled with patients to Melbourne. Kit was also a mem- 
ber of the Ballarat branch of the National Trust. 


Florence was a valued committee member of the Field Naturalists Club of Ballarat 
for 16 years and served as treasurer for 10 years. She led many excursions and 
always provided a comprehensive plant list. Her knowledge of plants was exten- 
sive with a particular interest in ferns and she was willing to share this in a quiet, 
friendly way. Her buckwheat pancakes were a highlight of club campouts. She 
often brought her grandson, David, to meetings and excursions. 


Florence proved to be an intrepid traveller. She drove, on her own, across the 
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Nullarbor several times to visit her family in Western Australia. She also had 
many touring holidays with her friend, Margaret Ward of Tangambalanga. 


At the end of 1975 Australian Plants Society held its inaugural meeting in Balla- 
rat when 18 people attended. In early 1976 the newsletter recorded 45 members 
including Florence Williamson and Helen Burgess. Kit joined APS in 1979. Flor- 
ence contributed to the newsletter and was the recipient of several Special Efforts. 
Both Florence and Kit were awarded Life Memberships of Australian Plants Soci- 
ety in 1991. During her life Kit purchased numerous natural history books. When 
failing health meant moving out of her home, Kit chose to donate these books to 
our Field Naturalists club library. Duplicates were sold to members and funds 
used to buy other books. 


Kit was a devoted matron at Ballarat and Queen’s Anglican Grammar School for 
over 50 years. During this time she was a caring mother figure to many boarders. 
In early years rather basic sleeping quarters meant that boys and even masters 
found warmth, food, friendship and television in Kit’s room. At weekends, when 
the cook was off duty, she provided delicious meals in the dining room. Kit loved 
flowers and floral art. Around the school, in reception, the chapel and for any 
occasion or event, beautiful floral displays were the work of Kit. Her own garden 
surrounding her living quarters 1s named the Kit Williamson Garden. This area, a 
large and permanent tribute to a much admired Grammar legend was named in 
her honour in 1993. Kit wrote a book, From Cow Patch to Rose Garden which 
included memories, observations and photos she had taken over many years. She 
was a Life Governor of the School. 


Over recent years, declining health of both Florence and Kit prevented them from 
attending club activities. We extend love and sympathy to the families of these 
fine ladies who have been an inspiration to many. 


Helen Burgess and Claire Dalman 


MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF THE FIELD NATURALISTS 
CLUB OF BALLARAT INC—7'" DECEMBER 2007. 
The President opened the meeting and welcomed 20 members and visitors. 


Apologies were received from Nina Netherway, Val Hocking, Ken and Del McDonnell. 
Accepted on the motion of Peter Billing, seconded Helen Burgess. 


Minutes of October meeting: Tabled and summarised in Ballarat Naturalist. 
Confirmed on the motion of Claire Dalman, seconded Chris Baulch. 
Business Arising from previous Meeting. 


Herbarium: The herbarium of 1100 specimens prepared by Pat Murphy was delivered to 
the Melbourne Herbarium on 24 October. A letter of thanks has been received. 

Wattles of Ballarat: Mitchell’s Wattle was photographed at Basalt this week. 36 out of the 
52 photographs required have now been taken. 

Correspondence.— IN 


e DSE: Trail bike project update pamphlet.; DSE: Under Control magazine. 

e Margaret Thomas: Change of address advice.; Bendigo Bank statements (2) 

e Bush Heritage: Donation request letter.; Environment Victoria: Donation request. 

e Field Nats News No 171 — Dec 2007/Jan 2008; RHSV: Newsletter, December 2007. 
e Otway Ranges Environment Network (OREN) — Subscription request. 

e Castlemaine Naturalists Vol 33.0 No 349 — November 2007 

e Victorian Naturalists Vol 124(5) October 2007; Victorian Landcare, Spring 2007 

e Threatened Species Network: The Web, Summer 2007; Geelong Naturalist, Dec. 2007. 
e Bright Alps Guest House: Promotion.; VNPA: Appeal.; Roger Thomas: Donation. 
Moved: Carol Hall; Seconded: Dulcie Brooke. Carried. 

Business Arising from correspondence: 

Committee decided that OREN subscription would not be renewed. 

Reports 


Treasurer's Report: Opening Balance 23/10/07 $4060.16. Income: $262.25 comprising 
Subscriptions $15, Market table $127.25, Sale of 12 Ballarat Bushland books $120: Ex- 
penses: $50; Closing Balance: $4272.41 Received Les Hanrahan, seconded Tony Johns 


Improvements to Lake Wendouree: John Gregurke reported that the willow island at Lake 
Wendouree has been cleared. A submission from BOCA has been presented to City of 
Ballarat requesting the retention of other bird habitat areas of the Lake. 


General Business 
Those people able to attend worked out alternative arrangements for Sunday’s excursion. 


Excursion to Western Treatment Plant, Sunday 3 February 2008. People who intend to go 
to Werribee asked to fill in registration sheet. Any changes to attendances to be advised to 
contact Carol Hall by 25 Jan. 


Syllabus 2008 is being prepared by Committee. 


Ballarat Aerodrome and West Common Concept Land Use Plan. Dratt submission was 
approved on the motion of Les Hanrahan, seconded John Morrish. 


Ballarat Open Space Strategy: Peter Dalman attended the public meeting and will prepare 
a submission to the City of Ballarat. 


Show and Tell 


Carol Hall showed photographs of Black-winged Stilts mating at Lake Wendouree and 
Australian Kestrels nesting in a toilet block at Port Fairy. The kestrels were feeding 4 well 
-developed young. 


Field Reports 
e Les Hanrahan: Jacky Lizard sunning itself at Clarkesdale, Linton. 
e Clarie Dalman: Lorikeets have returned to Wendouree. 


e John Gregurke: At Lake Burrumbeet — 400 Australian Shelduck, | Silver Gull, 1 Red- 
necked Avocet, and | immature Pelican. Sharp-tailed Sandpiper in fairy grass. Red- 
necked Stint and Red-capped Plover on muddy patches. 


Excursion arrangements 

Sunday 9 December leaving Ballarat Market Place at 9.30 am: 
Syllabus Item 

Bernadette Cincotta spoke about “Banrock station and the Bilby release program”. 


CALENDAR 


2008 

February 

Fri | Les Hanrahan Fungi 

Sun 3 Werribee Treatment Plant—Meet at 8.30am 


Tues 26 Committee Meeting— NOTE CHANGE OF DATE 
Les Hanrahan’s, 


March 
7—10 SEANA Camp hosted by Naracoorte/Lucindale FNC 
Fri 14 AGM and Members’ Images—Goldfields Naturally 
Members are encouraged to bring along up to 12 slides, photos or 
digital images on the theme Goldfields Naturally and speak 
BRIEFLY on them. 
Sun 16 Yarrowee and Gong Gong—Club members. Afternoon/evening 
Committee 
President ............cccceeeeeeeees Mr Peter Dalman 
Vice-President ................. Mr Greg Binns 
DECKELALY ws .ccsirtvcredacecester Mr John Gregurke 
TPG ASUPER ssc aieeaaoteshsdecade'ed Mr Les Hanrahan 
Miss Helen Burgess................45. Mrs Claire Dalman.................0.. 
Mrs Carol Hall ow... Mrs Val Hocking..................0068 
Mr John Morrish ..............c...000e Ms Nina Netherway (editor)...... 
Correspondence: PO Box 328W, Ballarat West, 3350 
Email: Secretary: 


Editor: Nina Netherway, 
PO Box 1184, Bakery Hill 3354 


Website: www.ballarat.yourguide.com.au Click on Local Info. Search Environment 


Meetings are held at Ballarat Horticultural Centre, cnr. Gregory & Gillies Sts (VicRoads 
254 F8) on the first Friday of the month at 7.30pm. 


Excursions: Depart from Ballarat Market Place (formerly Creswick Plaza) Creswick Rd., 
Ballarat (VicRoads 255 M10) at 9.30am unless otherwise specified. 
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